Wester Middle School Band Boosters

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM GUIDELINES

Eligibility

· Scholarship applicants must be full-time Wester Middle School band students.  
· To be eligible for a scholarship, students must complete an application and demonstrate financial need.

· All applicants must be in good academic standing.  If at any time the recipient fails one or more classes, the scholarship may be revoked until after he/she completes a six-week grading period in good academic standing.
· The qualification criteria for selection of scholarship recipients must be communicated in writing to all potential applicants before the end of the first grading period of the academic year and may not be changed during the scholarship award period. 

· All recipients must demonstrate a willingness to prepare for each lesson.
· All recipients must demonstrate a willingness to attend all lessons scheduled for the semester.
· Relatives of members of the Scholarship Review Committee are not eligible for private lesson scholarships.
Application

· The application process must be clearly communicated, and the application forms must be readily available to all potential applicants before the end of the first grading period of the academic year. 

· All scholarship applications, which do not have the required information, will be considered incomplete and returned to the applicant.
· The application scoring, decision materials, tabulation, notes, certified recordings, and/or any other documentation used by the Scholarship Review Committee in connection with a given applicant shall be made available upon written request to that applicant.
· The application is valid for the entire school year.  A new application must be filled out for each school year that a student is requesting a scholarship for private lesson fees.
· With the limitation of funds, completion of a Scholarship application does not guarantee acceptance.
Scholarship Review Committee (SRC)

· The SRC shall not practice discrimination on the basis of race, color, gender, national or ethnic origin, or creed in any of its activities.  

· The SRC must consider all qualifying applicants. 

· SRC consists of the Wester Band Booster Board Treasurer and two Band Instructors.
· Any changes to the scholarship qualification criteria must be recommended by the SRC and voted on by the booster club membership no later than the May booster club meeting for changes effective in the upcoming academic year. 

· The SRC will award scholarships based on the Wester Middle School Band Booster’s budgeted amount available for scholarships on a first come first serve basis.
Procedures for Managing Scholarships

· The band directors will review Scholarship participants’ academic standing at the end of each six week grading period.
· The Treasurer will maintain records showing the amount allocated for Private Lesson Scholarships and how the funds were disbursed.

· Only FISD employees (band instructors) will have access to the Scholarship Applications due to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  
· The Treasurer of the Wester Band Board is responsible for making sure that the Board’s budget, as it relates to Scholarships, is adhered to.
· The Scholarship Review Committee must retain ALL original Scholarship Application materials for a minimum of three years. 

Reimbursement of Private Lesson Fees

· Reimbursement will be half of the total private lesson cost unless a financial hardship would prevent payment of the full amount.  The Band Instructors must verify financial hardship through the application and a discussion with the student and his/her guardian.

· Payment of the scholarship private lesson fees must be made to the private lesson teacher directly. 

· In order for private lesson teachers to be reimbursed for lesson fees, the instructor must fill out a Scholarship Reimbursement form by the last day of the school year in which the lesson took place.  The forms are to be turned into the Assistant Band Director.
· Missed lessons will not be paid by scholarship.
· If, at anytime, there is a misuse of the Scholarship program or its terms, the student will reimburse the amount of private lesson fees paid on his or her behalf to Wester Middle School Band Boosters.
· If the applicant is accepted into the Scholarship program, the recipient will receive a MAXIMUM of 30 lessons during the school year.  After the 30-lesson max is met, the student will cover any subsequent lessons.
